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rianna Noppenberger was born
and raised in Iraly. She graduared
college with a masfer's degree
in law and human resources, bur
later wenr on o study her frue passion
ar the Instituro Europeo di Design in
Milan.  Afrer graduaring again in 1990,
she traveled ro California, and Southern
California’s high end residenrial design
has been rhe bertrer for ir. Defined by
a culrural rradirion of fimeless elegance
and restrained simpliciry, her work has
spread rhroughour the Pacific coast of
Sourhern California, gaining speed since
she founded ARIA Design in 2002. |
spent a rypically beauriful morning in
ARIA Design’s office overlooking the quier
coffee shops and bouriques of Laguna
Beach. Sounding sometfimes like the
curaror of an esrablished art gallery,
somefimes lilke the narraror of a romantic
movie, Arianna fold me abour rhe parh
rhar led her ro love, ro work, back to Iraly,
and of course back again ro California.

DK: Whar initially brought you ro the U.S.?

AN: | came to see the mosr progressive
archirecture and inferior designing in the
world. | was visiting with my girlfriend
and we decided fo starf driving from San
Francisco down ro San Diego.

DK: And how did you end up in Laguna
Beach?

AN: My girlfriend has a cousin here so
we could spend a couple days. | fell
in love with the place. Ir was unique.
There's a very eclecric group of people. |
felr comforrable in this small rown even
rhough | was coming from a larger city,
Bologna.

And ir's where | mer my husband Horsr.
I was invired ro a party for a house thar
was under construction. My husband was
the archirecr. We lirerally mer on the
job site berween piles of lumber. He
reached for my hand ro help me rhrough
the rough rerrain and ir was love ar first
sightl Which is nor me!  Usually I'm very
grounded, bur | was fruly swepr away in
rhar moment.

DK: Thar's a good reason fo stay!

AN: | didn't sray though. | wenr back ro
Iraly rwo days larer. My vacarion was
over. | had ro ger back ro my life rhere.
Bur evenrually | followed my hearr back
ro California.

DK: And rhen once you came back you
ended up worling with your husband?

AN: | came back ro see if we were
comparible and ended up working in
his sfrudio. We didn'r speak the same
language. We didn'tr communicare much
so we fell in love withour words.

| starred learning English, feet, and inches.
| had ro learn how we build here. |
learned a lof from him.

DK: And whart was it thar led you ro found
ARIA Design?
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AN:
voice. 1'd builr up my own clienrele, so ir
was good from a business srandpoinr. We
live rogerher, we have a family rogether,
and we collaborafe so | think it was a
good move and I'm very happy thar |
did ir.

Ir was rime for me to find my own

DK: How is your approach different from
rhar of other designers?

AN: | approach each projecr as a spatial
designer rather than a decoraror.  First
I have ro see if the room is rightr. My
baclkground is in archirecture and inferior
designing so if's not just thar | piclk a nice
fabric and pick a nice color. Expensive
furnirure and fabric alone doesn't creare
a successful interior. | thinls the approach
should be much more radical. Thar's
why | first look ar rhe space. Can ir be
improved? Do we need fo rake down
walls, open space? | don't believe you
can do a grear job unless you really srarr
by manipularing the space archirecrurally.
Thar's why I'm involved mainly in projecrs
rhar srart from scrarch.

DK: Whar influences impacr your worl<?
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AN: I'm consistently exposed to European
design, parricularly Iralian. | refurn home
ro find inspirarion and discover new
producrs. | have a rraditional baclkground,
having pursued classical studies in the
past, bur my design is progressive.  Every
fime | go | get inspired. And usually rwo
or three years larer, wharever new rhings
come our in Europe, they land here. |
see more and more designers rapping
info rhar resource.

DK: Any influences worlsing their way over
from Asia as well?

AN: Absolurely. They are very progressive
since cenrfuries ago in rheir minimalism,
rheir clean eye; calm soorhing spaces.
Thar is absolurely coming from rhere.
No doubr abour ir.  China being a fasr
developing counfry is becoming a
‘laborarory’ for archirecture and design.

DK: Whar do you think of feng shui?

AN: | have fo say I'm ignoranr of ir. In
Europe ir's really nor there. | gor conracr
with ir moving here ro California. Ir sounds
lilke the most beauriful archirecrural things
are going on in China. Ir's incredibly
forward thinking. I'm really curious and
I'd lilke ro know the old Chinese culrure
and the new. My husband and | have
plans fo fravel fo Asia in the near furure.
Thar will morivare me ro learn feng shui!

DK: You've done a number of high
profile projecrs. Do you have high profile
clienrele ro go along wirh those?

AN: Yes, which | can't mention. They're
repefitive clients who keep me very busy,
and I'm very fairhful and discreer. My
websire is missing ar least half the projecrs
I've done. | can’t show rhem. | can'r rake
pictures, bur | had fun doing the worl!

DK: How is ir different doing whar you do
here vs. Iraly?

AN: I'm so blessed to worls here. People
here are very open fro the new. This
allows me ro really experiment and
reinvent the wheel every fime. In lraly
we have ro deal with so much fradition.
There are very wealrhy people here who
love ro own unique homes. In Iraly we
have ro deal with so much fradirion and
resisance fo change. There's roo much
bureaucracy when you want fo rouch a
hisrorical building.  That's why | studied
inrerior designing and didn’t become an
archirect. A lof of Iralian creariviry comes
from being locked info having ro respecr
fhe rradifion and ar the same fime frying
fo come up with somerhing new. So
definirely easier working here.

DK: If you were to describe your style in
one or ftwo lines, what might you say?

AN: Consrantly evolving, minimal,
restrained, elegant, and sophisficared,
earrhy rones. | like ro carry a limired
amount of marerials throughour rhe
house. | believe these guidelines lead ro
peaceful, balanced inreriors.
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